


What do you think about large-scale
land transfers to agribusinesses?

Food Security
Ensuring 

Transparency
Good governance
Proper enabling 

environnement
Social 

sustainabilities
Compensation of 

local communities



In developing 
countries : 227 
million hectares, sold 
or leased since 2001 -
the size of Western 
Europe 
Local communities 

forced eviction -
often violent - of 
more than 20,000 
people from home

In fact, land grabbing touches 
millions of people in many ways…

All 
continents 

are 
concerned!



TesTimonials
“They threatened me in my fight if 
I did not go”

Christine- Farmer-
district of Kiboga- Ouganda



TesTimonials



« The rampant land 
grabbing has seriously  
underminded the 
development of 
Cambodia, deprived 
entire communities of 
their livelihoods and 
dignity »

More information –
http://www.licadho-

cambodia.org/video.php?perm=16

Testimonials



The realiTy
 The same context : food price 

volatility, the growing hunger 
crisis,  land grabbing...

 The actors : agribusiness, 
private investors , government

  to produce food supplies or 
agro-fuels for international 
markets, and raise revenues. 

 1 000 000 farmers families 
and other rural and 
indigenous , have been 
thrown off their lands and 
deprived of their livelihoods



2011 Brighton – Major 
Academic Conference
Over100 studies of “large scale 
land investments” show the 
effect of land grabbing (no 
positive effects for local 
communities, eviction of local 
communities)

Dakar Appeal to the G20 

call to cease all massive land 
grabs and return the land to 
communities.

G20 has not responded 
positively, but supports the 
Responsible Agricultural 
Investment (RAI) framework 
– What sort of legitimacy ?

Civil  soCiety reaCt



• It is unacceptable for the 
wealthy to grab more scarce 
resources when this will increase 
the hunger of the poor

• Hundreds of civil society 
organisations (CSOs), including 
farmers' movements, women's 
groups and non-governmental 
organisations, have launched a 
global appeal against farmland 
grabbing:

Stop GRABBING FARMLAND!!!



Questions 
Are there any regions 

of the developing 
world where land 
grabbing is not taking 
place?

How will land 
grabbing affect our 
ability to achieve the 
objectives of the 
UNCCD?

How can Parties 
remediate the 
situation? 



Thank you for your 
kind attention


